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fairs negotiating in Holland. Van Staphorst tells me that he thinks I had better go to Amsterdam, and that, although the houses do not merit a participation in my plan, yet they can be so useful that I shall find it to my interest to employ them. I tell him that I think I shall go. Short comes to see me, and I read him my letter to Colonel Hamilton. He will write in conformity to my sentiments, and is much hurt'to find that the plan has not succeeded. Madame de Segur is at Madame de Chastellux's when I call there. She tells me, and the Mare*chal confirms it, that the Queen decided the King to go to the Assemblee. She adds, as received from an aristocratic quarter, that His Majesty, the day before, swore hard at Necker, and asked him if that step would procure peace, which the poor minister could not promise ; that he was very much out of humor, also, all the morning, and that when he returned from the Assemblee he passed some time in tears. I doubt that this picture is overcharged, but I believe the ground is just, and my fair informant is of the same opinion. The Mare*chal avows that he has been very much mistaken as to Necker's abilities."
On the 4th of February the King sent a message to the Assembly to say that at midday he desired to attend their deliberations: a Je desire etre recu sans ce"re"mo-nie." Dressed in black, attended by several pages and his ministers, he arrived, affected not to sit down, but, hat in hand, read his discourse. The diary comments on the event as follows : "The Comte de Montmorin tells me that the King's speech has been received with great applause. The Assembly take an oath to support the constitution which is to be made. A strange oath. If this step of His Majesty has any effect on reasonable minds, it must be to prove more clearly the feebleness of his ministers. For three months past they have inveighed                 that determination, and give him reasons whicb convince
